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How to Fish Electrical

Cables

Lacking X-ray

vision, you can't

know exactly what's

behind your home's

walls or above its

ceilings. That's why

fishing an electrical

cable to a new outlet

or switch, like any

fishing expedition,

takes time, patience

and a certain amount

of trial and error.

But, given the

standard spacing of

studs and joists

typically, 16 or 24

inches on center

there's a good chance

you can predict

where the

obstructions will be.

You can also use a

stud finder to locate

framing you can't

see. Thus, with

patience and a little

luck, you can extend

cable from an

existing power

source to virtually

any new location,

without chopping a

bunch of
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